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SUBJECT: U. S. jgARJT IH E BO UN DARI Ej 

1, SUMMARY: ON N 0 VSTOEFTS , ' 197 6 # THE USG WILL ANNOUNCE THE 
LATERAL LIMITS OF ITS FISHERY CONSERVATION ZONE AND 
CONTINENTAL SHELF IN BOUNDARY AREAS WITH CANADA. US 3 
ACTION HAS BEEN PRECIPITATED BY CANADIAN PUBLICATm ON 
NOVEMBER 1 OF ITS LIMITS WITH THE U.S. THE TWO ANNC UNCE - 
MENTS CREATE AREAS 0^ OVERLAPPING CLAIMS, PARTICULARLY 

IN THE IMPORTANT GEORGES BANK FISHING AREA IN THE GULF OF 

Maine, the purpose of usg announcement is to protect its 

RIGHTS AND THOSF OF ITS NATIONALS IN THE AREAS OF OVER- 
LAPPING CLAIMS. the USG ANNOUNCEMENT is not intended TO 
INDICATE THE MANNER IN WHICH THE USG WILL HANDLE MARITIME 
BQINDARIES WITH OTHER NEIGHBORS, NOR DOES IT DESCRIBE THE 
OUTER LIMIT OF T H E FlS H ERY CONSERVATION ZONE. F 0 iLO MI M3 
ANNOUNCEMENT AT NOON NOVEMBER 3, INFORMATION IN PaRaS, 2-3 
MAY BE TREATED AS UNCLASSIFIED FOR USE ON CONTINGENCY BASIS 
IN ANSWERING GOVERNMENT, PRESS oR OTHER INQUIRIES. END 
S UMM AR Y . 

2, USG AND CANADA HAVE FOR PAST YEAR BEEN EMBARKED ON 
LtGAL DISCUSSIONS AND NEGOTIATIONS CONCERNING OUR FOUR 
LATERAL MARITIME BOUNDARIES: IN THE GULF OF MAINE AREA, 

IN THE BEAUFORT SEA IN THE ARCTIC, IN DIXON ENTRANCE 
between Alaska and British Columbia, and off the strait 
OF JUAN DS FUCA BETWEEN WASHINGTON STATE AND ALASKA, 

WHILE SOME PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE, IT HAS NOT BEEN 
POSSIBLE TO RESOLVE THE MAIN ISSUES, PARTICULARLY TH : 

ISSUE OF JURISDICTION OVER THE NORTHERN ONE-THIRD OF 
GEORGES 8ANK IN THE GUlF OF MAINE AREA, BEFORE THE C- 1VERN- 
MENT OF CANADA FOUND ITSELF LEGaL.Y REQUIRED TO PUBL'SH 

_ CONFIDENTIAL 

State Dept. de«|tqS9ife(dEltifiiinF&leate»SeCi£V!Sl3A20tj(01A-OIDR^S00697R000400160018-0 




rA . Approved For Release 2002/08/21 : CIA-RDP82S00697R0004001 6001 8-0 

CASLI BtC DI 91 CM •V__ST ■■■■. . -, Br 


PERSON/UNIT NOTIFIED. 


1 ' 


** £ »*£ {*•* 


'<•" OS 


ADVANCE COPY 

ISS 

U ED/ SLOTTED “ BY A T 7 S 

1 

STATE message f 


1 

N 

F 

RF. FILE. VR. 

1 


4 

i 


2 

4 



s 

A 


ACTION # 

o 






■ tiA/96 page ___ 

t WL. t, C. 


TOR: 030 1 .342 NOv 76 


s;s ;;i 

ON NATURAL PRO LONQAT ION^ND SPFClAL°ci RcSm STANCE T (8ASED 
CANADA ON THE PUBLIC RECORD AT THIS TIME 

tw c In rn iS 5 Dl c ! ionAl assertions cquld ccmplicatf 

J E JO IN T EF FO RT T o Fl NO A M UT UA LL Y AC rt PT aR i P c ni i it rn m 

thI ‘Ssesti' on N of N jur{sdiction 0 in E thesI areas SnSer N ” 

OT 1! A T pERMANENT E SnLyTIO^ EJUD n Ce T * C ON T I Nu IN G NE GO Tl AT 10 N 

0 So nGGOTI^ATI^ONS^ON SEWHI” 

boundarjes and are negotiating interim fisheries ariange- 

state<Kt<5°Scr? ^oPc; N ^m SAU! THe announcement of the united 

Mni T DCr. F ^n HER A Y 20NE AND SHELF BOUNDARIES WITH CANADA DOES 
reflect any USG intention unilaTeraliy TO PROClATM 

eJe R I nf D e .°p22.* R «™ I TS h0ST COUNTRY, e ci!i«A/ 0 „, P lJ! CLMM 
EVER, HAD LEGAL REQUIREMENT TO PUBLISH BOUNDARY 60 niv c 
IN ADVANCE OF JANUARY 1 EFFECTIVE DATE OF ??s FisSeS? 

POSITION TH ACCORDi , Nr| A I IO n c0 NF L I CT ED u I T H , u. S . BOUNDARY 
ITS POSITION ON record’ SIEVED IT NECESSARY TC PUT 

^ir 8 i!iT^r^: ? 3 Y ?“ u --" sI --B^ c ;s o i N f 4NAD4 

rrS’S pSssssi'BF- 

helpful in focusing department at?ent?p B n ASSY , have a been very 
“ u T iio1 publ^sh^coord^nates^ ™ 0ULD Be W. 
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RESOLVE THIS MATTER ON a MUTUALLY COOPERATIVE BASIS. FY I - 
DEPARTMENT \S AC-IVELY STUDYING US BOUNDARY PO Si Tl ON AND 

W END fT SE Y ° U ° F ° UR INITIAL thinking AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

7, FOR MOSCOW! F Y I -DEP AR TM EN T IS BEGINNING DETAILED 
CONSIDERATION OF BOUNDARY ISSUES WITH USSR WHICH MIGHT 

IN CONNECTION WITH A FISHERY AGREEMENT WITH SOVIETS, 
DEPARTMENT REALIZES IT IS DIFFICULT To COMMENT WITHOUT 
BACKGROUND BUT WOULD APPRECIATE ANY EMBASSY VIEWS ON 
SOVIET THINKING ON US-SoVlET MARITIME BO UND A R I E S , -E ND Fyl, 
ROBINSON 
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